
Education Issue Group

The purpose of the Dialogue on Race Education Issue Group is to discuss education 
goals and identify ways to work with Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) to 
achieve these goals.

Key Issues

• African Americans have high dropout rates.

• Achievement gaps between African Americans and whites still persist.

• There are too few African American role models as teachers or administrators.

• African American students receive differential disciplinary treatment in 
comparison to white students.



Digging into the Data, Getting 
the Facts, Overcoming 
Obstacles, Taking Action

2025 DOR Winter Summit: Education Issue Group  
Analyzing Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) Outcome and Opportunity Data: 
Identifying Disparities



Educational Outcomes and Opportunities

EDUCATIONAL OUTCOME MEASURES 
measures of student academic progress or 
achievement

Data Examples
• SOL test scores

• Grades

• PreK/K Academic Readiness 

• On-time Graduation

• College Acceptance 

• Career Placement

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY MEASURES
measures of student access to learning 
environments

Data Examples
• Absenteeism

• Suspension 

• Participation in counseling program

• Assignment to behavior interventions 
and instructional supports

• Advanced placement course 
enrollment

• Gifted program participation

Examples based on Monitoring Educational Equity, National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM)



Equity Indicators
MCPS Black and White Student Groups

2024 Winter Summit

Outcome & Opportunity Measures

• SOL Reading Data (2 years)

• Chronic Absenteeism (1 year)

• Out-of-School Suspension (2 years)

2025 Winter Summit

Outcome & Opportunity Measures

• SOL Reading Data (3 years)

• SOL Mathematics Data (3 years)

• Chronic Absenteeism (3 years)

• Out-of-School Suspension (3 years)

• In-School Suspension (3 years)



Equity Indicators

Measures of Outcomes and Opportunity are used to 
• monitor the difference in educational achievement in and access to 

learning between population groups.  (Black & White Students)

• Identify disparities by looking at differences between population groups.

“A carefully chosen set of equity indicators can highlight disparities, 
provide a way to explore potential causes and point toward possible 
improvements.”

Monitoring Educational Equity (NASEM)
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine
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Disparity Ratio:  Failing Reading SOL

Year
Disparity 

Ratio Level of Disproportionality

2021-2022 1.5 Black students failed at a rate of 50 % higher 
than that of White students.

2022-2023 2 Black students failed at a rate twice that of 
White students.

2023-2024 2.1 Black students failed at a rate slightly higher 
than twice that of White students.

Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in achievement for a focal group 
(Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 
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Disparity Ratio:  Failing Mathematics SOL

Year
Disparity 

Ratio Level of Disproportionality

2021-2022 1.7 Black students failed at a rate 70% higher 
than that of White students.

2022-2023 2.2 Black students failed at a rate over twice that 

of White students.

2023-2024 2.1 Black students failed at a rate over twice that 
of White students.

Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in achievement for a focal group 
(Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 



Outcome (Achievement) Disparity: 
Failing SOL Tests

Year Reading SOL Math SOL

2021-22 1.5 1.7

2022-23 2.0 2.2

2023-34 2.1 2.1
Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in achievement for a focal 
group (Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 
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Disparity Ratio: Chronic Absenteeism
Missing 10% or Above Days (18 days per year or an average of 2-3 days per month)

Year Disparity 
Ratio

Level of Disproportionality

2021-2022 1.47 Black students were absent at a rate close to 50% 
more than that of White students.

2022-2023 1.39
Black students were absent at a rate close to 40% 
more than that of White students.

2023-2024 1.48
Black students were absent at a rate close to 50% 
more than that that of White students.

Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in access to learning environment for 
a focal group (Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 



Virginia Department of Education (VDOE)
LEARNING CLIMATE STATEMENT
posted on Learning Climate website with suspension data 

Increasingly, Virginia schools are implementing Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports, a nationally-recognized approach to 
support positive academic and behavioral outcomes for students. 

This positive approach to discipline prepares teachers and 
principals to implement new techniques that reduce disruptive 
student behaviors that lead to suspensions and decrease 
instructional time.
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Disparity Ratio:  Out-of-School Short Term Suspension

Year Disparity 
Ratio

Level of Disproportionality

2021-2022 2.2 Black students were suspended at a rate 
over twice that of White students.

2022-2023 1.9
Black students were suspended at almost 
twice (90%) the rate of White students.

2023-2024 2.3
Black students were suspended at a rate over 
twice that of White students.

Short Term Suspension:  10 days or less
Our-of School Suspension:  Students removed from home school

VDOE:  Days served at home or at an alternative school placement
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Disparity Ratio: In-School Short Term Suspension

Year Disparity 
Ratio

Level of Disproportionality

2021-2022 2.0
Black students were suspended at twice the 
rate of White students.

2022-2023 2.27
Black students were suspended at more than 

twice the rate of White students.

2023-2024 1.97
Black students were suspended at a rate 

almost twice (97%) that of White students.

Short Term Suspension:  10 days or less
In-School Suspension:  Students removed from classroom but remain at home school



2023-2024 MCPS 
Student Behavior Administrative Response (SBAR) 

Standards of Accreditation (SOA) Offenses Data

Categories of  Offenses
Number of 
Offenses 

Behaviors that Impede Academic Progress 1,016

Behaviors related to School Operations 942

Relationship Behaviors without Physical Harm 1,423

Behaviors of a Safety Concern 943
Behaviors that Endanger the Health, Safety, or Welfare of Self or 
Others 212

Behaviors used to determine Persistently Dangerous Schools 3



Opportunity (Access) Disparity: 
Suspensions

Year Out-of-School In-School

2021-22 0.45 2.0

2022-23 1.9 2.27

2023-34 2.3 1.97
Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in achievement for a focal 
group (Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 



Disparity Summary
Outcome Disparities

Achievement

Opportunity  Disparities

Access to Learning

Year Reading 
SOL

Math 
SOL

Chronic
Absenteeism

Out-of-School
Suspension 

In-School
Suspension

2021-22
1.5 1.7 1.47 2.2 2.0

2022-23
2.0 2.2 1.39 1.9 2.27

2023-24
2.1 2.1 1.48 2.3 1.97

Disparity Ratio:   Statistical measure that quantifies the difference in achievement for a focal group 
(Black Students) with regard to a comparison group (White Students) 



Data Sources

Virginia School Quality Profile for 
Montgomery County Public School
In addition to Division level data, the database may be 
searched for individual school performance.

In School Short-Term Suspension Data 
provided by MCPS
March 2024, MCPS Discipline Data – 2021-2014 

Education Issue Group
Martha Ann Stallings, Chair

Join meetings by 
contacting Martha Ann
mstallin@vt.edu

Resources

https://schoolquality.virginia.gov/divisions/montgomery-county-public-schools#desktopTabs-6
https://schoolquality.virginia.gov/divisions/montgomery-county-public-schools#desktopTabs-6
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/mcps/Board.nsf/files/D3DM7T5970E1/$file/Master%20Copy%20of%20Discipline%20Data%20by%20School%20Handouts%20(1).pdf
mailto:mstallin@vt.edu
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